TO CANADA, WITH LOVE

Sharing the Gift of Canada

By Brent Laing

This is a story about how Canada changed my life.

My girlfriend was in Canada with a valid visa to learn English. During her stay, we met, grew to like each other and decided to make a trip together to the South Pacific. Upon our return to Canada at Vancouver International Airport, calamity struck. 

She was in the Passport line for EU residents, while I was in the line for Canadian citizens. I came out into the arrivals area expecting to see her, but she wasn’t there. I waited for ages, still no sign of her.  Finally, I told my story to a nearby RCMP officer and he found her. She was being held in the airport’s Customs & Immigration office. 

We were informed by the Customs and Immigration Authorities that she would not be allowed to re-enter Canada as her visa had automatically expired upon her departure for the South Pacific. She was therefore being sent back to Germany on the next flight. 

 “Is there any solution to this problem?” I pleaded. “Yes, there is one solution,” an official fired back. Marry her before the flight leaves and she can stay.”

I was of course in love with the girl, but this felt a little like a shotgun wedding, except that it wasn’t her dad with the finger on the trigger. It was Papa Canada. So without deliberation or doubt, I smiled at my girlfriend and popped the question.

“Will you marry me?” I asked.  25 years later, we’re celebrating our anniversary and thankful to Canada for having brought us together “shotgun” style. 

This is my “CANADA” story.  What is yours?                              
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I am collecting stories about people who have wonderful, uplifting tales of Canada to tell. I want to hear from you. Please write and tell me about the good things that this country has brought you, your family and friends. Tell me about the surprises of fate, about the Canadian moments that changed your life. Any memories/letters/diary stories that relate to the “Gifts of Canada” would be welcome. It doesn’t matter what your ethnic or cultural background is, or whether you are rich or poor. Please share your magical Canada experiences with me.  Eventually, I hope to publish a small book of these positive Canadian stories.

Write me at:                or      email:   maxi2@cadvision.com
Brent Laing

Woodbine Postal Outlet

Box 73166

Calgary, AB. T2W 6E4

Please include your name, address and phone number so I can follow up. . Thank you.

