Open Directory Project uses humans

By Todd Sullivan

I’m going to tell you a story. And I assure you, it’s true.

Once upon a time, actual human beings maintained Internet search engines and Web directories. That’s right, when you submitted your site to a search engine, a flesh and blood person would look at it with his own eyes before including it – sometimes even writing a description of the site with his own hands.

I know that might seem difficult to believe, but you must remember that this was probably…oh…say six years ago. When the Web was a few million pages smaller than it is today.

These days, most search engines are maintained by robots and spiders – computer programs that are designed to surf the ‘Net on their own, adding new sites that have mysteriously appeared and removing old sites that are defunct. But in our increasingly electronic age, the loss of human involvement is, in a way, tragic.

And, unfortunately, many of these electronically updated sites don’t turn up the search results you were necessarily expecting them to. So, perhaps even more tragically, the loss of human involvement is making the Web even harder to navigate.

But there are people working against this trend. Though they may not be as well known as Yahoo (www.yahoo.com) or Google  (www.google.com) right now, their day may be coming. Because there is still a human-edited directory of the World Wide Web available. It’s called “The Open Directory Project” and you can find it at www.dmoz.com.

It’s laid out very much like Yahoo – in a hierarchical, category-based fashion. But when you look at the links, you know they’re not there just because someone submitted them or some robot picked the address up. It’s there because a real human being looked at it and thought it was worthy of inclusion.

And if a link is marked as “cool” then, once again, you can feel secure in the knowledge that dollars didn’t help get them that position. An editor simply thought it was an incredibly cool site.

If you’re a Web designer, and you need to get your page submitted somewhere, take it here first. It’s absolutely, 100% free. Not only that, other Internet search engines have a history of using the listings at Dmoz in their own archives, so you might be able to get a few more links out of a single submission.

And if there’s a particular topic you’re interested in -- something that means a lot to you or something you know a lot about – Dmoz is always looking for editors. Just browse through their listings for something that interests you and if you see the words “This Topic Needs An Editor” at the bottom of the page, you know they’ve got an opening. Might as well apply – you’re just as qualified is anyone else is.

Of course the pay isn’t terribly good – non-existent, actually. But it’s the benefits that make it worthwhile. Like know that you’re doing your part to help maintain a human touch within the search engines and directories that we all use every day.

